Questions on Indonesian Music 

1. What is the purpose for music and other arts in Indonesian society?

a. For entertainment

b. To accompany ceremonies and rituals marking important events in peoples lives (correct)

2. How do people learn music in Indonesia?

a. By learning to read and write music

b. By listening and learning by heart (correct)

c. By listening to cd’s and dvd’s

3. Who takes part in Indonesian music?

a. Specially trained musicians

b. Children only

c. Everyone (correct)

d. Adults only

4. What does Indonesian music consist of?

a. Patterns that are improvised or made up on the spot

b. Patterns that are fixed, strictly learned and memorized (correct)

c. Everyone playing the same pattern at the same time

5. What does the word ‘gamelan’ mean?

a. Played using a bow

b. Blown through a mouthpiece

c. Plucked strings

d. Hit with a hammer (correct)

6. What type of instruments feature in a gamelan, therefore?

a. Brass

b. Tuned percussion (correct)

c. Strings

d. Woodwind

7. Which three islands are the home of the gamelan tradition?

a. Sumatra

b. Java (correct)

c. Bali (correct)

d. Flores

e. Timor

f. Lombok (correct)

8. What are the three sets of instruments that are usually found in a gamelan?

a. Xylophones

b. Metallophones (correct)

c. Marimbas

d. Drums (correct)

e. Tubular bells

f. Gongs (correct)

9. What is a rabab?

a. A metallophone

b. A small fiddle sometimes used to accompany gamelans (correct)

c. A flute

d. A trumpet

10. Why does each gamelan sound different to all of the others?

a. Because they are handmade

b. Because they are made of different materials

c. Because they are handmade and given a unique tuning by the maker (correct)

d. Because they are not very well made
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